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AUTUMN 2026 SAFETY BULLETIN 

Electrical safety is everyone’s responsibility. Regular inspection, testing and safe use of appliances help protect 
people, property and business continuity. 

PAT is the process of inspecting and testing portable electrical 
equipment to ensure it is safe to use. 
It usually includes: 

• Visual inspection — the most important part 
• Earth continuity testing 
• Insulation resistance testing 
• Polarity and functional checks where appropriate 
 

REMEMBER: Most electrical faults are found during visual 
inspection, including damaged plugs, frayed cables, cracked 
casings, incorrect fuses and signs of overheating. 

PAT itself is not named as a specific legal requirement. 
However, UK health and safety law requires employers and 
landlords to keep electrical equipment safe and properly 
maintained to prevent danger. 

Key regulations include: 
• Electricity at Work Regulations 1989 
• Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 
• Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 
(PUWER) 
 

PAT testing is a common and accepted way of helping 
demonstrate that this duty is being met. 

 

⚠ WHY IT MATTERS 

 

Faulty electrical equipment is a leading cause of workplace fires and electric-shock injuries in the UK. 
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